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1868    all that I have seen and heard upon it; I am under the
~     impression that I should place great reliance upon the
2' opinion of Sir Walter Crofton.

There are, however, some points respecting criminals
and the police on which I have formed a decided opinion
of my own, which in each case, were it necessary, I think
I could support by a very wide induction. I will not
go at length into any of these, but I will just note them
down.

1.  I  observed with  satisfaction  that  one   point was
judiciously insisted on by Mr. Edwin Hill at the meeting
at which you attended.    It is that there should be a great
increase of  efforts to root out the  receivers  of  stolen
goods.   The receivers are the solid support and founda-
tion of all professional theft, and without them a criminal
class, as a class, could not exist.   If there were no receivers
there could be no professional or habitual thieves, but only
casual acts of theft from  necessity or temptation, with
which it is comparatively easy to deal.   Receivers being
persons of some pecuniary means and permanent habita-
tion, it is possible to make them accountable.    I am not in
a condition to say what means should be adopted for
making receivers of stolen goods more amenable to jus-
tice j it requires some one more familiar than I am with
the criminal law and with the practice of the criminal
courts to say at what point the failure now takes place,
but I am satisfied that this is a direction in which the law
requires either to be strengthened or to be more vigorously
enforced.

2.  A great effect in checking crime would be produced
by simply abrogating the rule of our criminal procedure
which forbids putting questions to the prisoner.    I doubt
if public opinion is yet prepared for abolishing this rule,
yet it might be done without any danger of introducing the
evils of the French criminal procedure, which mainly arise
from making the judge instead of the counsel the inter-
rogator of the prisoner and witnesses.

3.  I am clearly of the opinion that to place criminals
who have worked out their sentences under the permanentreturn of any Liberal
